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INTRODUCTION
Wembdon Parish Council reviewed the Stage 1 consultation proposals in
great detail and our response to that consultation has been submitted to EDF
and also is in the public domain.
The Stage 2 consultation proposals had a more detrimental effect on the
village of Wembdon than the Stage 1, as this moved a large proportion of
the construction worker accommodation into Bridgwater and in so doing
significantly increased the amount of traffic using the A39 and the Bridgwater
Northern Distributor Road (BNDR).
These Stage 2 updated consultation proposals fail to address in any
meaningful way any of the issues raised by ourselves in earlier consultations.
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Principle changes between stage 2 and updated stage 2 relative
to the Parish of Wembdon:
In two previous responses Wembdon Parish Council have highlighted their concerns
regarding the impact of the increase in traffic along the A39 and the effect that this
would have on the village of Wembdon and its community.
Our principal concern is that once the A39 becomes congested, as now occurs on
a regular basis, traffic will divert from the A39 along the B3339 through the village of
Wembdon as an opportunistic rat run.
We do not believe that any of the mitigation measures proposed in this updated
stage 2 consultation have improved in any way the situation. The proposal still
remains that all construction traffic coming through Bridgwater from either of the M5
junctions along any route, or from any point in Bridgwater, is eventually funnelled
onto the roundabout at the A39/BNDR junction and then tracks the A39 to Sandford
Corner and Cannington on route to Hinkley Point.

Furthermore, whilst this Council recognises that there is a roundabout proposed for
the Sandford Corner, with the intention of reducing traffic speed, a roundabout at
this point will also make it far easier for traffic to divert through Wembdon in an
attempt to avoid the inevitable congestion at the A39/BNDR roundabout. We note
the earlier comment that EDF will be able to control the routing of its transport fleet
to prevent such a rat run diversion but once the A39 becomes congested with EDF
traffic it will be the other traffic that takes this rat run.

This increased traffic through Wembdon will put the safety of our residents at
significantly increased risk, especially the older members of the community and our
school children as the pavements in Wembdon are either very narrow or nonexistent and there is no safe road crossing point anywhere along the B3339.

A further problem for the residents of Wembdon village will be created by the
additional congestion along the BNDR and A39, as all traffic from the village must
exit on to one of these routes. Recent experience has shown us very clearly how a
simple accident or set of road works can leave the village completely marooned,
with traffic unable to exit the village and no access into the village, even for
emergency vehicles.

We believe that there is absolutely no alternative but to establish a new route from
the Dunball roundabout, either to the north of Cannington or directly to Hinkley Point
power station.
Recent evidence in Japan has also highlighted to everybody that in the event of an
unexpected catastrophe there is the need for the emergency services to access the
Nuclear stations directly from a National Freight Route.
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Regarding the specific proposals in the consultation paper, we do not believe that
any of the traffic mitigation measures will have any measurable impact on traffic
flows.

Regarding other matters proposed in the consultation document, we still see the
great majority of construction workers being housed in the Bridgwater area and we
are concerned that this will also have a detrimental effect on the local community.
It also means that regardless of how the traffic flows are manipulated all of these
workers will increase the amount of traffic on the BNDR/A39 roundabout and the
A39 between Wembdon and Cannington.

Summary
The changes proposed between the Stage 1 and Stage 2 consultations will have a
greater and even more negative effect upon the Wembdon village community.
The changes proposed in this update to Stage 2 do not significantly address any of
the issues raised in our earlier responses and our earlier objections still remain.
The changes to the plans for the location of labour camps and park and ride
facilities all give rise to increases in traffic on the A39 between Bridgwater and
Cannington. This will have a severe knock-on effect to traffic flows in Wembdon
village.
It is our position that without providing some form of direct route to the proposed
Power Station from a National Freight Route, either a direct link to the Power Station
from Dunball roundabout, or a new road linking the A38 at Dunball to a point north
of Cannington on the C138, this proposal should be rejected.
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