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Wembdon Annual Parish Assembly 

Held on Zoom the 4th May 2021at 8.30pm 

 
Present at the meeting were nine members of the Parish Council. 
 

Opening Remarks by the Chairman:  

 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the assembly.  The minutes from the 
last assembly on 11th March 2019 were proposed and accepted by the 
meeting as being a true and accurate reflection of the previous meeting. 

Parish Council Chairman’s Report. 

 
Good Evening Councillors and members of Wembdon Parish. 
 
This is the first time in two years that I get the opportunity to address you at 
our Annual Parish Assembly.  The one planned for a year ago was cancelled 
due to Covid restrictions and this year’s was then delayed by a month due to 
the mourning period associated with sad loss of the Duke of Edinburgh. 
 
Clearly the most significant impact for everybody since the beginning of last 
year has been the impact of Covid.   It has completely altered the way in 
which we, as a Council can do business and makes it impossible to have 
those face to face conversations which can be critical to the success of any 
organisation.   
 
The impacts of Covid have also seem to have had a devastating effect on the 
behaviour of people in the Parish where we have had far too many instances 
of under-age drinking, drug abuse and general anti-social behaviour.    We 
have worked closely with the Police and the Trustees of Wembdon Village 
Hall, using their CCTV to identify the culprits and bring them to book.   
Following discussions with our local officers we have concluded that addition 
CCTV to cover those public areas most at risk from anti-social behaviour is 
the only long-term solution.   To this end we will be implementing plans for 
additional CCTV to monitor the Parklands and also to those areas of the 
Village Green currently invisible to existing CCTV.   
 
Despite the Covid limitations your Councillors have worked throughout the 
period for the benefit of our Parish and in addition to their statutory roles on 
Planning, Finance, Staffing and other Committees I would like to thank the 
Councillors individually for the lead that they take in their various projects. 
 
Lorna has led the effort in the Parklands area, supported by Richard with his 
tanks of water.  This area of developing very much into a well-loved open 
space where people can walk and enjoy the ambience, which has been 
greatly appreciated during the periods of lockdown. 
 
Dianne has led the effort in bringing our allotments up to scratch and is now 
managing the process of continuous improvement to make this area a 
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wonderful amenity for allotment holders and for everyone to enjoy the views 
over the Bristol Channel.  
 
Dave has dedicated a huge amount of time in helping us manage and control 
the speed of drivers through our village, installing the new solar powered SID 
on Wembdon Rise with another shortly to complement it on Wembdon Hill.  
We can see the impact on controlling the speed of the great majority of 
vehicles but still we need to find a means of controlling the speed of the 
occasional idiot who races through our village. 
 
Anne, as one of our most experienced Councillors, ably represents us in a 
number of important forums including all those relevant to the developments 
at Hinkley Point, particularly the transport forum, a matter of major relevance 
within our community. 
 
Peter has introduced enormous professionalism into our responses to 
Planning Applications, rigorously ensuring compliance with Wembdon’s 
Neighbourhood Plan as well as the District local plan and has also managed 
the development of a website for Wembdon, which will go live just as soon as 
we are allowed to meet as a group and populate the data. 
 
I am particularly grateful to Mark for bringing his “hands on” experience to the 
various projects that we have undertaken, and this particularly includes the 
new benches on Church Road and our splendid VE Day Memorial oak tree, 
which is currently thriving.  
 
Kathryn, our newest Councillor has brought a wonderful enthusiasm to the 
village Community Youth Space project, acting on behalf of the Council, and 
working closely with the Village Hall Trustees and local volunteers to provide 
a safe and managed venue for our youngsters to meet.  We have high hopes 
that this new facility located in the Village Hall will be brought into use just as 
soon as the grant funding allows.  
 
Jodene, of course, ensures that all our Parishioners are aware of this tireless 
work that our Councillors put in by editing and publishing our regular Parish 
paper. 
 
All the work carried out by the Councillors is, of course, excellently supported 
by our clerk, Tony Jay, whose experience I personally rely upon enormously.   
His knowledge and authority have helped us navigate some challenging 
situations which have arisen primarily due to the actions of 2 or 3 Parishioners 
and have involved countless hours of quite unnecessary work responding to 
groundless, foolish and frequently vexatious complaints and questions, which 
have cost this Council and, therefore our village some quite unnecessary 
expenditure. 
 
So let me just close by thanking all of our Councillors and Tony our Clerk, for 
their support and commitment to making Wembdon a better place to live and 
hopefully as we move towards the end of this pandemic, we can look forward 
to continuing our efforts to making Wembdon a safer, cleaner and more 
enjoyable place to live, to work and to bring up your family.    
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Thank you. 
 
Councillor Mike Solomon 

Financial report for the period April 2020 to March 2021. 

 
The Clerk presented the following financial report.   
 
The Parish Council’s finances remain healthy due to the sound financial 
management of the Council. 
 
At the start of the financial year the Council’s bank balance stood at £40,343.  
At the end the balance was £58,697.  Expenditure would have been slightly 
higher if not for the effects of the Covid 19 pandemic.   
 
At the start of the year the auditors had commented that a reserve figure of 
£40,343 was slightly low, as the guidelines are that it should be between 50% 
and 100% of the annual precept.  The end of year figure of £58,697 will satisfy 
the auditors. 
 
The Council has two public sector loans which have funded the purchase of 
the allotments and the new entrance to the Village Hall.  At this evening’s 
Parish Council meeting it was decided to pay off the loan for the allotments, 
which will result in the saving of around £2,700 in interest payments over the 
remaining period of the loan. 
 
The precept demand remained at £98,220 for 2021-22, the same as the 
previous year. 
 
I am confident that all financial decisions taken by the Parish Council have 
been the correct ones. 
 
 
A fun quiz was held, with questions based on Wembdon. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 
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