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WEMBDON ALLOTMENT AWARDS 2021 

Pat Bright and Graham Grief of the Wembdon Community 

Association present the Jim Day Memorial Shield to David 

Tolan (Best Allotment) and the Bright Shield to Simon 

Brewer (Most Improved Allotment)  

 



 

  

Parish Clerk’s Notes 

 

Councillor Anne Reed and I have taken on the role of joint editors of the Parish 

Paper.  This is because the previous editor, Cllr. Jodene Hall, has moved from 

Wembdon and retired from the Council.  I wish to express my thanks to 

Jodene, and her predecessor Jo Jackson, for all their work in editing the 

magazine. 

I regularly receive complaints from parishioners about two problems.  The 

problem of speeding vehicles is covered in the Speed Watch article, but I will 

speak about the other.  This is dogs running off lead on Wembdon Green.  

There are clear notices saying that dogs must be on a lead, but a hard core of 

dog owners continue to ignore this.  The Sedgemoor DC dog wardens visit the 

area and issue fixed penalty tickets, but the message still doesn’t get through 

to some.  It is harder to supervise a dog if it is off a lead, which often leads to 

poo not being picked up.  This is not only anti-social, but it can cause blindness 

in children.  If this is you, then please use a lead at all times on the Green. 

I only work part-time, so I am not always able to answer calls or reply to 

emails immediately, but please don’t hesitate to phone me on 07859 911204 

or email me on clerk@wembdon.org if you would like my advice on any issue 

relating to the Parish Council.   Enjoy living in Wembdon. 

 

Firstly, please let me introduce myself.  I 

am Tony Jay, and I have been your Parish 

Council Clerk since 2014.  I thoroughly 

enjoy the work, especially as it gives me 

the chance to help the parishioners of 

Wembdon with their problems.  I am also 

clerk for Wraxall and Failand Parish Clerk, 

so I am a busy chap! I will be writing a 

piece in each edition of the Parish Paper.  I 

hope that you find my jottings interesting. 

mailto:clerk@wembdon.org


 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

COVID testing in Village Hall car park 

 

 

Since Wednesday 25th 

August Wembdon Village 

Hall has been hosting a drive-

through COVID-19 test centre in 

the car park. This has been 

supplemented occasionally by a 

mobile processing unit, or mobile 

lab.  The lab, one of only three in 

the country allows samples to be processed much faster than usual, 

delivering results within three hours. The new testing site is 

available to those with Covid-19 symptoms 

 

– a high temperature, a new 

continuous cough, or a loss or 

change to your sense of smell 

or taste. Anyone with one or 

more of these symptoms can 

get a test at the site, by 

booking 

at nhs.uk/coronavirus or 

calling 119. Booking is essential. The site will operate from 9.00 am to 3.30 

pm five days a week and will be in place for at least the next few months. A 

spokesperson for the Wembdon Village Hall & Playing Fields Trust said: “We 

are so pleased to be able to help out in this way, without impacting the 

other services and events we provide to our community. We’re sure this will 

prove to be a useful and efficient facility at a time when we are sadly seeing 

high Covid-19 case rates locally. The test centre replaces the one in 

Bridgwater Town Hall, which closed in August”. 

https://wembdon.org/?p=2378
https://wembdon.org/?page_id=1449
https://wembdon.org/?page_id=1449
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


 

 



 

  



 

Allotment News October 2021 
 

Autumn is here and the allotment plots are being ‘put to bed’ for the winter 

period as the growing season comes to an end. Plots are being cleared, 

covered or planted with green manures in readiness for the next season.  

The hard work of this year’s season was marked by the award of two 

trophies at the recent Allotment Meeting. The Wembdon Community 

Association, its president Pat Bright and Graham Grief presented The Jim 

Day Shield for The Best Allotment and the Bright Shield for the Most 

Improved plot for 2021. These were presented to David Tolan for the Best 

Allotment and to Simon Brewer for the Most Improved plot. These are well 

deserved awards which recognised the hard work and ingenuity of both 

people keeping their plots in tip top condition. The allotments are judged 

at different times of the year before the final decision is made. We thank 

the WCA for their time and effort to allocate these awards  

I am rather pleased that the decision was out of my hands. It would have 

been incredibly hard to decide. I have taken great pleasure seeing the 

changes to the allotments, the different styles of growing and gardening. 

Newer allotment holders have taken a different spin when designing their 

plots. The allotment community is friendly, welcoming and it is a pleasure 

to get to know and chat to so many people. The allotments provide a 

chance to unwind and recharge mentally, whilst physical exercise is 

provided through the hard work to keep the plot well cultivated and 

productive. Each growing season is different. This year’s has been 

challenging because of the weather. I wonder what next year will bring?  

If you would like to go on a waiting list for a plot please contact Dianne 

Claydon d.claydon@wembdon.org  

mailto:d.claydon@wembdon.org


 

Wembdon St George’s Church School - Celebrating 

our local school 

 

We hope that as the children have returned to Wembdon St George`s Church 

School this term, you have had the joy of hearing the lovely sound of happy 

children playing. In the photo above you can get a glimpse of the Secret Garden, 

which is where the swimming pool once was. The fence between it and the 

playground has been removed and it is now a beautiful place for children to let 

their imaginations run loose and enjoy it all year around. The school have recently 

subscribed to being an Opal Playground school with the vision that every child has 

an amazing playtime every day. The importance for creating and resourcing a great 

place for them to enjoy being children, is the knowledge that happy children are 

healthier, learn better, display more emotional literacy, and behave better. 

This is the fifth academic year the school has been part of the Bath & Wells Multi 

Academy Trust and we continue to establish strong links between the church and 

community.  We currently have 347 children on roll arranged across 12 classes 

with 21 different ethnic groups represented. Our headteacher Mrs Clare Wallace, 

has been in post since April 2020 and truly understands children. She has brought 

a huge amount of stability and organisation, which can be sensed by the peaceful 

atmosphere and joy of learning. 

We really appreciate the help and support of our community. If there is anyone 

who would like to help us in making a difference to the future of the children we 

live amongst, maybe you would consider being a School Governor. If so, please 

contact the school on 01278 451726 or me, Ceri.Douglass@wembdon.bwmat.org 

 

mailto:Ceri.Douglass@wembdon.bwmat.org


 

  

WEMBDON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 

Wembdon Village Day 2021 

 

Following a difficult eighteen months the members of the Wembdon 

Community Association were overjoyed when August 

Bank Holiday Monday turned out to be a warm, dry 

day, albeit overcast and slightly breezy the weather 

conditions were just right for a resurrected 

Wembdon Village Day. Despite being unable to 

include some of the regular features such as the 

Flower, Fruit, Vegetable & Craft Show, Children’s 

Races and the Sedgepaw Dog Show and confining the 

event to The Wembdon Village Hall and Playing 

Fields the local community and supporters flocked to enjoy a day of newly 

found freedom with the family. 

The day followed a successful Scarecrow 

Competition which produced a good display of 

imaginative scarecrows and was won by the 

Morgan / Playfor family with a scarecrow 

depicting Spiderman catching up with “the 

virus”. Bank Holiday Monday saw the crowds 

enjoying a record number of stalls and activities 

on the field, Craft Fayre, Refreshments and Bar 

in the hall, 

         

 



 

Munchkins hot food outlet (who ended the day with just one onion in hand), 

Grahams Ices, busy Car Boot Sale to one side of the field and to the other 

side, new for this year, a highly popular 

Classic Car Display. 

The day proved even more successful 

than we could ever have hoped. We were 

very concerned about the finances 

because we didn’t want to jeopardise 

future events with a financial loss. 

Fortunately, we need not have worried. 

Thanks to tremendous support the day 

proved highly successful in every way and 

hopefully an enjoyable venture for all 

who attended or helped. 

The WCA is always very grateful for all the support we receive on Village Day 

from members of the community, 

enabling us to run this huge event year 

after year, and therefore helping us to 

continue to support other local groups 

and provide events throughout the year. 

Next year we are hoping to return to our 

familiar format with all that we missed 

this year plus some of the new features 

gained. Book it in your diary, Monday 29th August 2022. 

Our next big event will be our spectacular Annual Firework Display at Blake’s 

Field (by the church), on Saturday 30th October 2021 at 6:45 p.m. This is a 

professionally fired display by “Skyburst”, and we look forward to seeing you 

there! 

  



 

St George’s Church and Parish Centre 

In-person Sunday services have resumed at the new times of 9.30am and 

11.15am to allow more space. Thank you to the bell ringers who have returned 

and call us to the first service. We have started planning our Christmas services 

and events but as we know plans can change at the last minute. We are aiming 

for joy and safety! Please keep an eye on the church website and Facebook pages 

for current details.   

Together with Somerset wildlife trust we have been involved in a wilder churches 

project, this has involved some bug hotels, an area of grass left to grow and also 

some work has been done to the pond.  Following on from this we will be 

cleaning out the pond on the 30th October 10am - 12pm everyone is most 

welcome. If you would like any further information please do email me Liz Birch 

parishcentre@sgw.org.uk  

This October half term, St George;s Wembdon are putting on activities for 5-14's. 
Our Treasure Seekers Holiday Bible Club (see flyer) is on Monday and Tuesday 
from 10-1 pm and is for any 
child who is primary aged.  
On Friday evening we will run 
light parties for 8-11's (6-7 
pm) and 11-14's (7.30-9 pm). 
All events will take place at 
our Parish Centre.  
Please see our website for 
more details. 
Another date for your diary is 

the Christmas fayre which will 

take place on Saturday 13th 

November 10-2.  We are expecting a full selection of stalls, filling the whole 

parish centre; everything you need for Christmas and the follow it up with a 

mince pie or bacon roll in the café. 

The parish centre is now fully open and available for children’s parties, baby 

showers etc. Please contact Pat Bright patbright@btinternet.com.   

 

mailto:parishcentre@sgw.org.uk
mailto:patbright@btinternet.com


 

 

AN INTRODUCTION FROM YOUR NEW 

PARISH COUNCILLOR 

 

My name is Julian Wellings and 

I'd like to introduce myself as 

the most recent addition to 

the Wembdon Parish Council 

replacing Jodene Hall who 

recently retired. I have lived 

here for over twelve years with 

my wife Sally, and initially with 

our two sons,  

one of whom remains as a resident of Wembdon with his 

wife.  Over this time there has been considerable development to 

enhance the surroundings and facilities for all, with all that has 

been achieved standing as a lasting accolade for all those that 

have been actively involved.  

As a lover of the outdoors and from a country upbringing I find 

Wembdon retains that rural and village feel, in spite of being 

intrinsically connected with the wider town and the ever 

encroaching development activities. I particularly like the fact 

that it's takes less than a 5 minute walk/run before I can be in the 

fields with opportunities to explore the wider parish across the 

fields towards the River Parrett, Chilton Trinity, Cannington and 

beyond.  

Being new to the Council there will be a learning process I'm sure, 

but I look forward to supporting the established and committed 

Parish Council in their endeavours going forward. 

 



 

Parklands News! 

Sunshine and Showers 

A summer of shine and showers produced a beautiful display of purple 
Verbena and the yellow daisy like heads of Rudbeckia on the sensory 
borders.  Attracting all sorts of wildlife including frogs, toads, newts, 
honeybees, ladybirds, dragonflies, and butterflies.  New funding has 
allowed us to re-plan and plant a framework of evergreens that will 
provide year-round interest and become a complimentary support to 
seasonal bulbs, grasses, and perennials.  A bark topping will be laid on 
the borders as a mulch and weed barrier, temporary orange fencing 
has been installed, intended to protect, and allow the plants to bed in 
and establish themselves.  

 

A newly planted flower bed 

We have seen a big increase in wildlife this year and many of you have 
told us about your encounters.  There has been evidence of badgers 
that are using the hedgerow tunnels, we have found diggings at the 
Parklands at the bottom of Wares Lane. A resident of Wares Lane told 
us they regularly see two badgers walking along the pathways. The 
foxes are living in the thick hedge which is always full of birds singing. 
A family of squirrels have moved in, hazel nut shells are scattered, and 



 

we saw the mother carrying her kitten. There are many frogs, toads, 
and on all areas, they are enjoying the borders where they can find 
slugs to eat. We have found slow worms near the insect hotels where 
their food source is in abundance.  

Hidden around the park are places where animals can come and go to 
the rhyne, where there have been sightings of herons, egrets, and 
moorhens. If you stand quietly and watch then you will see the herons 
catching fish. We can clearly see that all our work is paying off and the 
wildlife are thriving, so many people talk to us about the wildlife they 
see and the benefits the area has made to their health and wellbeing.  

CCTV installation is underway in the Parklands and will hopefully make 
people walking in the park feel a bit safer on these drawing in nights, 
and will help to protect the trees, plants and parkland furniture from 
damage. It may even help us to have a better idea of what nocturnal 
animal movements are occurring around the parklands.  You will also 
notice that during the last wet period the footpaths are no longer 
flooding making it safer to walk in the rain, thanks to the drainage that  

 

We garden on Sunday mornings between 10am and 1pm, weather 
permitting. We welcome Parkland Friends to volunteer, come along 
and spend a couple of hours to help with weeding and planting. If you 
are interested in joining the group, please call Lorna on 07917101990.  

Wembdon Parklands & Community Together 

A registered charity 1184852 

we installed at the same time as 
working on CCTV installation. A 
new set of steps are currently 
being installed on the slippery 
bank which leads to the dog 
exercising field.  These will make 
walking down the bank much safer 
for all pedestrians. 



 

Wembdon Cricket Club 

The sun has now set on another summer of cricket for Wembdon Cricket Club.  
This marks the end of the 5th summer at The Green and the clubs 101st season.  
The club enjoyed a positive summer of cricket boasting 5 Saturday league 
sides, one of only two clubs in Somerset to do so. 

During the season our Under 11’s Warriors side were crowned league 
champions.  The clubs Under 13’s Wombats finished runners up in their 
division. 

Our Ladies side reached finals day of the KO Cup, which Wembdon hosted.  As 
well as cup success the side welcomed many new faces to the team many of 
whom were new to the game and the Wembdon Ladies would be delighted to 
welcome more new recruits in 2022. 

Our senior sides all finished in the top half of the table with the 1st XI, 2nd XI 
and 4th XI finishing in the top 4.  The club’s 5th XI finished runners up in the 
West Somerset League Div 5 and are now promoted.  The 1st XI also reached 
the county final of the National Village Cup and reached the Baker Cup Final 
played at The County Ground, Taunton in front of a large crowd. 

With the season complete the club recently held its club dinner and a full list 
of award winners will be listed on our social media pages. 

The club wishes to thank the local community who turn out in good numbers 
each week throughout the summer to support the club.  Playing in front of a 
packed terrace and seeing lots of locals pausing for a while on a park bench 
makes the players proud to play for Wembdon and we look forward to your 
support next summer.  

 



 

  



 

WEMBDON SPEED WATCH 

“What are the Parish Council doing about the traffic speeds in Wembdon?” 

It’s a question constantly asked of us and probably the hardest to solve. 

However, we are very proactive and striving for a number of things to get 

drivers to slow down and keep our residents safe. 

SO WHAT HAVE WE DONE? 

1. Put pressure on SCC to install a speed reducing cushion top on the 

zebra crossing to cause vehicles to slow down. Our Somerset County 

Councillor Mike Caswell is submitting a small improvements bid this 

autumn. 

2. Installed permanent Speed Indicator Devices on Sandford Hill coming 

into the village & on Wembdon Rise. A new permanent SID will soon 

be in place just past Wares Lane towards the zebra crossing. 

 
 

volunteers who manage this. 

4. Monitored Speed Data to pass information to our District and County 

Councillors, as well as to the police speed enforcement unit. Here is 

the latest for all areas of Wembdon: 

Wembdon Rise (inbound from NDR) Average speed 24.34 mph; top 

speed 64 mph 

Wembdon Rise (outbound towards NDR) Average speed 24.13 mph; 

top speed 68 mph  

Wembdon Hill (going up, westbound) Average speed 25.3 mph; top 

speed 50 mph 

3. Moved our current Speed 

Indicator Device around other 

locations in the village on a 

regular basis. The Police have 

assured us these are effective and 

help reduce traffic speeds. Thanks 

are due to the team of 

volunteerwsvolunteers who 

manage this. 

 



 

Wembdon Hill (going down, eastbound) *Average speed 25.3 mph; 

top speed 55 mph 

Wembdon Hill (by Skimmerton Lane inbound) Average speed 25.9 

mph; top speed 60 mph 

Sandford Hill (inbound) Average speed 28.5 mph; top speed 67 mph 

Sandford Hill (outbound) Average Speed 32.48 mph; top speed 89 

mph 

Church Rd (towards the church) Average speed 12.2 mph; top speed 

40 mph 

Church Rd ( away from the church) Average speed *16.0 mph; top 

speed 40 mph 

(Most of these average speeds have fallen over the past 12 months 

except for those marked *) 

 

5. Used Speed Watch volunteers to catch and report speeding drivers to 

the police. We are incredibly grateful for the work of this team which 

operate at three risk- assessed, and police approved, sites in the 

village. Drivers caught speeding receive a letter from the police and 

in extreme cases will be visited at home by a police officer. COVID 

restrictions have eased, and the team will be operating more often. 

We ALL live on Wembdon Hill and KNOW there is still an issue with 

speeding traffic particularly early mornings and late afternoons. 

Dan Cox from Avon & Somerset Police Road Safety Team visited the 

village at my request on September 29th:  These are his comments: 

“The SID is good where it is for your purpose – Sandford Hill. Stood in 

the village it was like Driving Miss Daisy with so many parked 

cars. The SID works well so that is a blessing.  I will look at waking up 

a few drivers! They shouldn’t be going so fast from the roundabout.” 

“It is all heading in the right direction.” 

THANK YOU ALL FOR DRIVING CAREFULLY AND WITHIN THE SAFE 

SPEED LIMIT. 

Cllr Dave Gliddon (d.gliddon@wembdon.org) 

mailto:d.gliddon@wembdon.org


 

   

 



 

  



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

Dylan's 
Taps & Toilet 

Repairs 
 

19 Viscount Square, Wembdon, TA6 3TZ 
 

h: 01278 433286 
m: 07902 235870 

 

reviews at: 
www.dgs.freeindex.co.uk 

 

Dylan Glyn MCIPHE RP 

Registered Plumber 
 

Chartered Institute of 
Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

 

Business as usual COVID-19 Precautions in 
Place 

Mobile 

Toenail 

Cutting Service 

 
Rosy de Tourettes, BSYA 

Foot Health Practitioner 

 

Telephone 

01278 453920 

to arrange a home visit 

£25 

http://www.dgs.freeindex.co.uk/


 

 



 

 



  



 

  

 

Parish Councillor Contacts 

Councillors 

Mike Solomon   01278 457026 Mark Phillips      07941 983311 

Dave Gliddon    07828 210076 Anne Reed     01278 421420 

Dianne Claydon 01278 210076 Kathryn Searle     07881 223277 

Lorna Edwards   07917 101990 Richard Webber  01278 429235 

Peter Major    01278 421448 Julian Wellings     01278 439554 
 

Parish Clerk       Tony Jay  Tel:   07859 911204                                                        
11 Wyvern Mews, Weston super Mare    BS23 3GZ 

Email: clerk@wembdon.org 
 

Wembdon Parish Paper Editors: Tony Jay and Anne Reed 
 
 

 

Please note that the Parish Council 

does not endorse any of the 

advertisers in the Parish Paper 

mailto:clerk@wembdon.org


 

 

Local contacts and information. 
Wembdon Community Association (WCA): Graham Grief – 01278 457973 email 

wembdon.community@btinternet.com    

Wembdon Village Hall: - Lyn Tyrrell 01278 458434 Lyn@wembdonvillagehall.co.uk 
website wembdonvillagehall.co.uk   
                                     
Wembdon Stores: tel: 01278 434815 

The Cottage Inn: Opening hours Mon-Thurs 4:00pm – Close, Fri 2:00pm- Close, Sat & 

Sun 12noon- Close. Bank Holiday Mondays Noon – to close. tel: 01278 423259 

 

St George’s Church office: tel: 01278 423468 / Rev. Ed Moll tel: 01278 423647  

Parish Centre: Pat Bright tel: 01278 457760 

Brownies: Leader Tamson Wetherall tel: 07975 866343                                                        

Cricket club: Dan Bingham tel: 07841 013128 email wembdoncricket@gmail.com                         

Wembdon FC: Phil Brunskill tel: 07742 429283 email football@wembdonjfc.co.uk 

Coffee and Cake: Village Hall.  First Tuesday of the month 10am to noon. 

Wembdon Sunshiners Pre-school: Jen Dodden tel: 01278 457100 

Music with Mummy: Tues 1.00pm-3.00pm Lisa Drew tel:07903 284835 

Ladies keep Fit: Mon 9.45am-10.45am Viv Tolcher tel: 01278 424491 

Art Group: Tues 9:30am-noon Kay Robins tel: 01278 423212 

Ukulele Group: Thurs 10am-noon M Wheatley 01278 429 388 

Wembdon Bridge Club: Thurs 1:45pm Ernie Whitehead tel: 01278 424134 

Sedgemoor Stitchers: - Vanessa Leighton tel: 01278 662977 

Wembdon Parklands and Community Together: - wembdonpact@gmail.com 
Lorraine Owens-Cox tel: 07957 165777. email 
www.wembdonparklandsandcommunitytogether.com 
 
 

Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111. 
Call anonymously to report crime. 

 
 

mailto:wembdon.community@btinternet.com
mailto:Lyn@wembdonvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:wembdoncricket@gmail.com
mailto:tel:%2007742
tel:07903
http://www.wembdonparklandsandcommunitytogether.com/
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